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that to object to them when they are actually made may be a
mark of intolerance. But the Muslim student, knowing how it
wounded many Mussalmans, rightly objected. He showed his good
sense by apologizing when his objection offended the Hindu
student. We would but feed the fire of intolerance if we insist, in
the name of freedom of opinion, on expressing those opinions
which are likely to wound some. I may inform Mr. Ghanashyam
that, shortly before I was in prison, a devout Hindu wrote a letter
strongly protesting against my being compared to Krishna and
Rama. I certainly agreed with my correspondent that such com-
parisons should not be made. I can fully sympathize with
orthodox Vaishnavas feeling offended at comparisons which
outrage their religious sense. What I plead for is extreme and
delicate consideration for the feelings and susceptibilities of
others. If, in the name of tolerance, we began to swear at one
another's deities, we would be copying the fabled economist who
killed the goose that laid the golden eggs.

Young India, 24-4-1924

365.    WHA T IS HIND UISM?
A dear friend sends me a letter1 (published elsewhere) gently
criticizing the manner of my defence of Maulana Mahomed Ali's
now famous speech regarding his comparison of creeds. The friend
says that I have not been fair to Hinduism in that I have said a
Hindu will fare no better than the Maulana. He quarrels with
my illustration about marriage and then goes on to show the
beauties of Hinduism. Another friend, too, has made a similar
remonstrance and added that many others share his opinion.
These friends have, in my opinion, mixed up the question of
propriety of comparing creeds with that of the allocation of their
respective merits. Indeed, in arguing that Hinduism is not like
Islam and that a Hindu could not think like the Maulana, the
friends themselves have subscribed to the Maulana's argument that
it is not only perfectly correct, but it is the logical outcome of one's
preferring a particular belief to every other, that for oneself that
particular belief, though held by a bad man, is superior to that
of another howsoever saintly. I adhere to the marriage illustration
chosen by me, though I now see that it would have been better for
1 This was published under the title "The Ambiguous Middle".